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Founded in 
1932, the ULPA 
is an association 
of lightning pro-
tection manufac-
turers, engi-
neers, contrac-
tors and techni-
cians dedicated 
to promoting 
and supporting 
lightning protec-
tion codes and 
standards pub-
lished by the 
National Fire 
Protection Asso-
ciation, Under-
writers Labora-
tories, Inc. and 
the Lightning 
Protection Insti-
tute. Call us for 
information on 
ULPA member-
ship at 1-800-
668-ULPA.   

Presented by Mr. Lightning of Colorado Springs 

Enjoying Mardi 

Gras 
 

The mere mention of the words Mardi 

Gras is enough for all of us to conjure up 
images of raucous celebration, masks, 
beads, ornate costumes and floats.  This 
February we will all have an opportunity 
to participate in the festivities that have 
made New Orleans known as “the city 
that transformed Mardi Gras into 
America’s Greatest Party!” 
Hopefully, many of us will be able to 
arrive early enough to celebrate Mardi 
Gras Day (Fat Tuesday, February 24).  
This day marks the end of the carnival 
season (rest assured, the party will spill 
over), and promises the largest of all the 
parades.  One of the greatest rituals of 
Mardi Gras is said to be its sharp ending 
at midnight on Tuesday with the shout 
of, “Mardi Gras is over. Go home!”  It 
has been called “the most dramatic end 
to a party anywhere.” 
For the party goers we have included a 
few tips to make your trip to the “most 
unique” city in America a memorable 
one: 

 
Getting Around 

Get a good map!  You never want to 
find yourself in a dark alley in New 
Orleans 
Taxis have special rates that vary 
CONSIDERABLY by driver. 
They tow illegally parked cars DAY 
and NIGHT! 

Our members asked for it and 

ULPA delivered! 
 

Check out the long-awaited ULPA four-color 

brochure.  This attractive and informative 

brochure is the perfect promotional tool for 

ULPA members to target those 

discriminating high-end homeowners.  Best 

of all, this brochure is only available to 

ULPA members!  So be sure to take 

advantage of this new support piece and your 

ULPA special literature rates.  Order your 

brochures through the ULPA office today! 

 

Wear comfortable shoes. (Ask 
anyone who’s been there, you 
want no part of your foot ex-
posed stepping off a curb!) 
In crowds that large, you have 
an excellent chance of being 
pick-pocketed.  Do not carry 
anything that is not a necessity 
and do not wear expensive jew-
elry. 

Parades  
Getting a front row seat will 
find you there 4 hours early. 
To get beads or treasures the 
common yell is, “Throw me 
something Mister!” 
To safely claim your treasure, 
step on the beads, or assume 
your fingers are at great risk. 
Parades are considered a 
“family zone”… you can be ar-
rested for “flashing”. 

 
 continued on page 2 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

 

Mike Riley has dedicated his life to growing  Bonded  

Lightning Protection Texas,  and improving the 

Lightning Protection Industry.   

 

Mike has done it all!  Putting off college to help his Dad 

grow the business from a small installation  company, to 

a large multi-branch corporation.  Bonded Texas 

currently has branches in Austin, Dallas, Ft. Worth, 

Houston, Mobile, New Orleans, San Antonio, and 

Oklahoma City. 

 

Starting as an installer, Mike moved quickly into sales 

and production management.  Mike sits on the Board for 

many of the Industry’s committees, including UL 

Standards Technical Panel for Lightning Protection, the 

ULPA, and the LPI. 

 

Though not as involved in the day to day operations of 

Bonded Lightning Protection Texas, Mike is still 

working hard to make the industry a better place.  He 

continues to share his expertise at the industry meetings 

and one on one with us all. 

 

We all love Mike and hope he continues his involvement 

in the industry! 

 

If you don’t know Mike, you will have a chance to meet 

him at the February 2009 ULPA conference in New 

Orleans.  Hosted by no other than Mike Riley himself. 

 
Always wanted to go to Mardi Gras  

Haven’t been to New Orleans recently ? 
NOW  

is your chance  
 

Mike Riley, the host for the 2009 ULPA/LPI Annual 
Conference has made arrangements for our next 
Conference to be held in New Orleans the week of 
Mardi Gras:  
 

Tuesday, February 24  
Mardi Gras Day  

Wednesday, February 25 
 LPI Board meeting  

Thursday, February 26  
Conference Sessions  
Friday, February 27  

Conference Sessions  
Saturday, February 28  

LPI Certification Testing (all day) 
  

Mike suggests you plan to arrive in New Orleans on 
Monday or Wednesday – it will be next to impossible 
to get to the hotel on Tuesday because of the Mardi 
GThere is a limited block of rooms available for 
Sunday, February 22, through Tuesday, February 
24, so if you want to arrive then, make your 
reservations and flight arrangements early.  

Double Tree Hotel in downtown New Orleans  
call 504-581-1300 and ask for Reservations  

or  
book online at www.neworleans.doubletree.com  

group rate code: BLS  
$159.00/night   

 

 
Party Time in the Quarter 

Get it in a “GO” cup.  You can go any-
where in the city with a plastic cup. 
Bargain for beads…BEWARE of police. 
Photos ALWAYS end up on the internet. 
Use side streets to beat crowds.  Safe 
streets: Decatur, Royal, and Bourbon up to 
the 800 block. 
Finding a restroom…the difference be-
tween party time and JAIL TIME. 
Last but not least, DO NOT GET ARRESTED 
DURING MARDI GRAS.  The courts are 
closed and the fines are high!  

 

SEE YOU IN ñTHE BIG EASYò! 
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Industry Bulletin Posted by  

Underwriters Laboratories 

August 6, 2008 
   

  
To all Lightning Protection Professionals,  

 

Underwriters Laboratories Lightning Protection 

Certificate Services program provides installing  

companies the peace of mind that the system has 

been correctly installed by issuance of the  

Master Label Certificate. Occasionally, systems 

may not fully comply with the inspection  

standard and are issued a letter indicating the find-

ings. In the past, UL has allowed installing  

companies to provide before and after photos to 

prove the corrections have been implemented to  

clear documented findings.  

 

In review of many systems that did not fully com-

ply during the inspection, we have found that a  

majority of photographs submitted to clear findings 

were not submitted following the guidelines  

permitting the deviations to be cleared by photo-

graphs. To ensure that UL is providing the best  

services possible to all installing companies, we 

will be eliminating the option to submit  

photographs to clear findings.  

 

Effective August 15, 2008, UL will no longer be 

accepting photographs to clear findings  

documented during the inspection process. If the 

installing company wishes to make the  

necessary corrections to clear the findings, UL will 

require a full site visit to ensure that the  

entire system is in compliance with the inspection 

standard.  

 

Regards,  

 

Lightning Protection Team  

 

Phillip Simonson  

Richard Bouchard  

George Dudkowski  

The ULPA would like to once again 

thank their board members for all 

their hard work!!     

 
OFFICERS 

 

Kim Loehr  -  President 
 Loehr Lightning Protection 
Patrick Dillon  -  Vice President 
 Bonded Lightning Protection 
Jeff Harger   -  Treasurer 
 HLP Systems 
Kim Stauder  -  Secretary 
 Bonded Lightning Protection 

. 

 

ULPA BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Rob Cooper, Associated Lightning Protection Co. 

Lance Fleming, Lightning Protection Systems 

Doug Franklin, Thompson Lightning Protection 

Mark Hicks, Hicks Lightning Protection 

Heath Howe, Bonded Lightning Protection 

Steve Humenuik, Warren Lightning Rod Co. 

Simon Larter, Warren Lightning Rod Co. 

Guy Maxwell, Maxwell Lightning Protection of FL 

Wayne Maxwell, Maxwell Lightning Protection 

Mark Morgan, East Coast Lightning Equipment 

Bret Peifer, Mr. Lightning 

Kris Phillips, Blue Grass Lightning Protection 

Terry Portfleet, Michigan Lightning Protection 

Chad Reeves, Lightning Protection Services 

Bill Simpson, Jr., Smokestack Lightning Protection 

Mike Weir, Taylor Lightning Protection 

Phil Youtsey, Guardian Equipment Company 

2009 ULPA/LPI Conference 

 
 Stay tuned to future More Statics for 

   

  more information 

   



U.L.P.A. 
426 North Avenue 
Libertyville, IL  60048 

 

How to Reach 
ULPA: 
 
United Lightning 
Protection 
Association 
426 North Avenue 
Libertyville, IL  
60048 
 
Telephone:   
(800)668-ULPA
     (8572) 
 
Fax:  
847-362-6443 

Upcoming Newsletter Duty Reminders: 
 
 Mark your calendars.  The following members  

 have volunteered to produce More Static   

 Newsletters for the 2008/2009 season:   

       

 December Newsletter:   

 Justin Harger 

 

 February/Pre-conference Newsletter:   

 Heath Howe 

 

 

 Please remember to forward your newsletter   

 materials to the ULPA office by the 15th of your 

 assigned month.  Contact Kim Loehr, ULPA  

 President at LLpco@aol.com if you have questions.

  


